Kremenchuk, Ukraine Newd etter

As| start to write this on American Thanksgiving Day, it
is easy for meto be thankful for you, my family, friends
and one and all supportersin all thingsand in al ways
through Jesus Christ. | greet you in the Name of the
Lord Jesus Christ as Paul instructed us to do all thingsin
the Name of the Lord. | cometo you with joy and need
in Christ.

| really don't think that thereis such a thing as “ normal”
onthemission fidd. It seemsthat just when | think that
| am learning all the ways of cultural and tradition, | find
out just how much | have yet to know and learn.
However let me give a brief breakdown of what my
week looks like this fall.

Sunday: | meet several of my students at the bus stop at
9:30am to take us to worship services at 10am. This
service usually lasts from 1 %2 to 2 hours. | have been
having between 5 and 12 students come with me each
Sunday. Many times | will have several of my students
over after servicesfor ameal. Then from 4-6pm | am at
the boys' prison teaching and feeding the 120 or so boys
that cometo our classes.

Monday: “Normally” my day off. Very ssdomdo |
really have this day to mysdf, but | haven't had classes
on this day until November 24" when | started a 6"
grade class at school #11 at 8am. It was the only time
we could meet. Wehad 9 for thefirst class.

Tuesday: | have another 6" grade class with an average
of 8inthis class at 11:40am and a 9" grade class at
1:30pm with an average of 3. Then at 4pm | havea
personal Bible study with Anton who is an 11" form
student that has become very closeto me. At 6pm
(students usually start coming about 5:30pm) we have
our singing devotional. We have probably averaged 15
here with from 12 to 25 in attendance on any given
evening. Often my young friends will stay around until
8 to 9pm. Thisgives us agood chance to build
relationships.

Wednesday: | have my 7" grade class, averaging 7, at
11:40am and then 10" and 11™ grade class, averaging 2
or 3 at 1:30pm. Wednesday or Thursday is often a
market day for me either in the morning or right after
classes.

Thursday: | havethe 5™ grade class with an average of
8 at 11:40am and the 8" form with an average of 4 in
this class. Today, November 27", | taught two 3" grades

All girlswith me except Max in the striped sweater!
Students from 4 different schools at a singing night.

and two 4™ grade English classes, with the English
teacher as the trandlator, by reading a children’s story
book and then tdling them a made up story from 8am to
finishing my last class at 2:30pm. One teacher friend
and 2 students came home with me and celebrated
Thanksgiving with tea and sweets. Two more friends
came over briefly to wish me a Happy Thanksgiving.
Friday: | have started a class at School #9 across the
river and across town. | have had as many as 18 and as
few as 4 for the 8" through the 11" forms. Then at night
| began a class called “ Growing Closer to God” in my
home, in the hopes of bringing some of my more
advanced Bible students to Christ or maturing themin
Christ for those that are already Christians. God has
really blessed thistimefor us. We have probably
averaged 12 in this class and it has been areal blessing
that God has brought to us.

Saturday, “my crazy day:” | usually end up going out
to the market 3 times this morning because | can't carry
all that | haveto havein onetrip. | go out for food for
my Bible Clubs and every other Saturday, for food to
make sandwiches for 112 boys at the prison. Then my
Adult Bible Club is from 12 to 2 and we have averaged 8
inthis class. Thesefriends stay around often until |
leave for the “ church discussion time’ at 3:30pm. I'm at
the church building with the Christians from 4 to 5pm
and then | rush back to my flat by 5:30pm to get ready
for my Teen Bible Club from 6-8pm where we have
averaged 15. They often stay around until 9 or 9:30pm.
This day, as all wedo, istruly a God blessed day.




Several of you have asked how my flat or apartment is
coming along. Nearly everything is now in place except
the internet into my computer. Yes, | now have a phone
number that | will give you shortly! | have been blessed
in many ways. | have many friends and many faithful
students that come to nearly everything and enjoy all we
do greatly! So how could it happen? So how could |
struggle at times with sadness and a bit of depression? |
guess you could call this my prayer request section. |
see so many | have come to know at School #11 and see
my classes so small, especially in my older classes. |
bumped my head on public transportation the first of
November and got a minor concussion that gave me
some health struggles for a couple of weeks, but | am
better now. | was exposed to chicken poxes and | have
gotten amild case of shingles on my forehead (thisisthe
3" time this has happened in my life). It toois getting
better. Asalways asin any home thereis the constant
needed repairs and fixing of things. My new neighbors
don’t like me bringing in so many friends and getting the
halls dirty by their tracking. | wake up early in the
morning and | was bothering the neighbor below me (I
have taken care of this). Sometimes| amjust really
lonely. Having the tlephone really helps, because| can
call family when | want to. | am constantly running into
culture and traditions | still have to learn about and | get
impatient with this. The language barrier is constant and
strong. Most of my friends are 19 and younger! | have
friends with adults with the church, but language rears
its ugly head here again. Worst of all isthat two of my
most active students' parents won't let them come to
church with me. Thisisvery hard.

I do know the answer as to how these things could
happen! As one of my dear eders, Don Wallace from
West Fayetteville has told me, that Satan is out to attack
us and try to defeat us. Fortunately not only do | know,
but my students and friends know that God is greater and
more powerful than Satan and that | and we overcome
through Christ. These are not just words to me, but the
reality of which I live. | greatly rgoicethat | have been
given the privilege of living and serving our Lord here!
Thank you for joining mein prayer about these things.

011-380-536-791-737: thisis my new home phone
number. Remember that | am 8 hours ahead of central
timein the US (noonin USis 8pm here). | loveto call
home, but it isaLOT cheaper to call from the US to
herel | have an answering machine and the message is
in the Russian language, but you should be able to
recognize my voice so if you do call and | am not home,
please leave a message and | will call back!

By the way, the shipping process in the last
newsletter works as | have gotten a couple of boxes this
way! So ship away, if you want! | amin need of the
herbs Pau d' Arco and the combination Echinacea and
Golden Seal, chocolate chips, hot chocolate, small
marshmallows, unscented Puff tissues, beef stew, chili
and spaghetti seasoning packets and Heresy’ s Assorted
Miniatures, big bag. Always | need children stickers and
small children story books. | would also like some clean
science fiction books and/or “ Executive Order” by Tom
Clancy. | don't havealot of timeto read, but
occasionally it is fun to relax this way.

| turned (gasp) 51 on November 16™ and broke a bunch
of Ukrainian traditions along the way! Y ou hold your
own party and invite people to come. However, you do
not do the party before your birthday (bad luck, you
know)! Wdll, | did and it has turned out okay! Anya
and Zhenya (my young Christian sisters) and some
others spent hours and hours helping me prepare food
for these events. | had 35 student friends in my flat from
noon until 9:30pm on Saturday the 15". Then | had 22
adults on Sunday evening the 16" from 6:30 to 10pm or
so. Thepicture aboveis of the guys and me on the
16™. Zhenyamade a list of many things that she saw
that | needed in my flat and gaveit out, so | did receive
many things that | really needed. This day showed me
how much | am loved and apart of this city and land.

| hesitate to ask you to change my email address in your
email address books again, but my website server is
changing and therefore my email will change. My
websiteis still the same and getting better. Itis:
ukrainemission.com and has all my newsletters on it.
Soon, | will get new pictures on this site, too.

| have an older email address on Y ahoo that works
really well, so if you would please change my email
address to: Doug_Berry2001@yahoo.com | would
greetly appreciateit! Please write me so | will have your
address on my Y ahoo site, too! Thank you so much!!



